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POETRY

Gul Nawaz Khaki

" By Sher Nawaz Naseem

Gul Nawaz Khaki, a rencwned
Kohwar poet, was bomn in 1936, at
Singoor, Chitral, and got his early
education in his home town. As a
government employee he served in
many departments but his indepen-
dent temperament never compromi-
sed with the rude and authoritartian
attitude of the officials. His heart suf-
fered very much when he noted that
how inhunamly subordinates were
treated and forced to work, not as a
respectable human being, but merely
a tormented scul. He maintained
high principles and never bowed his
head before others for few words of
admiration, He ‘quit service in 1975
for this reason and decided to lead a
private life at home.

Gul Nawaz is a very sensitive poet. He
sees hife from different angles, noting its
hard realities. He grapples with agony,
anguish and sorrows but his strong and
invincible courage does not let him sur-
render. The many ups and downs in his
life force him to speak, as & poet, not from
his head but from the core of his heart.
The following few lines of his poems will
perhaps be enough to disclose the world
from which he comes:-
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“1 feel mo pleasares in this worid nor expect
any pood of the life hereafler because my vexed

When radio Kohwar began
in 1965 Prof. Israrud-Din colled him to
coniribute io it. He wrote many poems,
ghazals and features for the programme,
and played the role of an actor.in (ke dra-
mas. He was an artist of good repute and
recorded more than a hundred songs; thus
mﬂhﬂwﬂumnbﬁ‘cﬂgm.
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ner. He received iremendous appreciation
from the lovers of the “reguest pro-
gramme." His ghazals, poems and songs

are read and heard with
educated circles.

In 1968, he was appointed by .'ﬁfﬂ‘wder
Publicity Organisation, Peshawar to edir
Jambhoor-e-Islam Kohwar, the only jour.
nal in the Chitrali language. He worked
with missionary zeal and spirit and made
great efforts fo encourage young writers. |
remember, when [ was in 10th class in
1973, I wrote a short story and it got publis-
hed. When I went 1o his office to colicct my
remuneration, he patted me on the back,
and served me with tea and emcourage-
ment. It was from that timeé thai my interest
to write Kehwar began to grow. He consi-
dered it a mission to develop the Kohwar
language, By dint of his hard and pain-
stakking work, the Kohwar language has
today produced more than one hundred
poets and writers af high stendard.

Gul Nawaz is a romantic poet, yet devia-
des from the established pattern. As a poet
he believes in the theory of mmranou
Ramantics are inspired and write on the
spur of the moment. e is uniqgue and
matchless in his metre, diction, style,
rhyme scheme and language. His poems
do not exceed more than fourteen lines. He
wses Persian and Urdu words to dress and
decorate kis poems. The following lines
are an example of his simplicity, siyle and
diction:-
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“I have fallen prey to fever and don’t ask how

I am shivering. fowards vou, the
colour of my face is like the falling leaf of an
apple, There is no need for Khaki fo pef humi-
ity from the dew breause my heart iself iv a

source which sprays the flowers in the mor- |

ming, "

He again writes:-
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“To burn everything is the meain characteri-
stic of fire but let me ask you why you have pui
o ashes ro many innocent moths. My Beloved!
You, despite your promise, have covered your
imebrinted eyes with your tresses (depriving me
[from a look).”

His poetry is original and swbjective, He
records his own opinions, sugpestions incling-
tions, and temperanernd, His descriptions are
direct, vivid, graphic and precise. His collec-
fions are charged with posric delicacies and
colour, His reflections are profound and appeal
to the heart. He knows well the art of creating
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rominent K oh war-

“{n my life) your heart is with me but [ am
ot one af those fo be spared your cruelty. When
1 look at you ai the mirror, the estrangemen in
my heart vanivhes with the effect of the light af
Jour moon-like face,”

Gul Nawsaz is a poet of great repute. It is
naot possible to cover the whole range of
his poetry in a short article like this. His
humeorous and pleasant character has ral-
lied countless admirers around him. He is
an author of a book “Mir-e-Karawan”, the
first ever written in Kohwar, en the foun-
der of the nation, Quaid-i-Azam Moham-
mad Ali Jinnah, which was published in
1976. He is also compiling a dictionanyin
Kohwar language.

In a civilised and cultured world such
talented people as Gul Nawaz Khaki are
respected, honoured and decorated with
medals and provided with financial aid in
order to boost their morales to continue
their work for a better world, free from
exploitation and injustices. But it is unfor-
tunate for Gul Nawaz that there is none to
help him at a stage where he is struggling |
hard for his existence,




