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Kohwar poets: =
\min-ur-Rehman Chughtai

By Sher Nawaz Naseem
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poetry has said about John_Milton
‘that “Milton writes for Milton.”™ This is
truly, applied to Amin-ur-Rehman
Chughtai in Kohwar poetry because -
of what he calls his mushkilpasand,
derived from the style of the great
Urdii* poet, Mirza Assadullah Khan
Ghalib. Amin-ur-Rehman, at an early
stage of his college life, studied the
work of Ghalib, and both.his Urdu
and Kohwar poems reflact the influ-
‘ence of this renowned poet of the
sub-continefit. Sometimes Amin uses
simple words and sometimes his
poems cammy words from Urdu and
Persian to fashion his poems with
“poetic.and scholastic colour. As a
-poet, his observation is objective, his
-experience rich, his thinking and
iimmagination deep, leading him to
iproduce poems which are not easily
* junderstood by the common reader,
“There iz no doubt readers enjoy, his
poenis while readipg but to reach to
the base of the micaning is beyond
fheir approach. He advocates to
. atcommodating and adjusting words:
{ -other than Kohwar words to develap
i the language. According to him no
iage can escape from the influ-
.ence of other languages and chan-

. Amin-ur-Rehman was bom at Tehsil
: Dyosh, Chitral, in 1945. His father, Khalil-
.ur-Rehman, was one of the assodiates of
;Huaﬁnhlmm of the old Chitral state.

‘He traces his family back to the great
Mughal ruler, Zaheer-ud-Din Babar, and
belongs o the Sangeen All caste, which
‘played an'important role in a shadowed _
political” situation - during the' period” of
Raird between'1320 and 1595, [n 1963;
he passed his matriculation examinatior
from a local school and took admission in
Government College and Islamia Col-
lege, Peshawar, after proceeding there.

Literary activities In these institutions
unearthed his hidden potential and he
Ix_gm?.mw'ﬂlc poeins in Urdu,

However, his association with the late
Urdu poet, Sharar Nughmani, and the
famous progressive poet, Ahmad Faraz,
remodelied his mind and -put his poetic
talent on a way completely different from
his contemporaries, In his poem “Sagi-
Nama" Amin says: :

Amin-ur-Rehman Chughtai

fession affer returning to Chitral, This
area locked within high motntains, kept
him away from literary gatherings and his
live spirit appeared to be dimming with
the passage of ime. But nature was there
with its full vigour to lead him back to the

world of inspiration. In the meantime,

Jamhoor-e-Islam Kohwar, the rr'mri:thly'
journal in the Chitrali language, publis-
hed by the then Border Publicity Organi-
sation, began its publication from Pesha-
war. His poems published in this joumnal,
gave him a tremendous reputation. As a
sensitive poet, he never spared time to
record the unhappy events in Humnan life

Unlike progressive poets he developed a
love of his motherdand and began to sing
the following song:
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* During the |ast sta;e of his studies,
health did not faveur him. He eutshart his
education and joined teaching pro-
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"Iy mative land even the slopes look
like @ plain. Let me walk on this tharmy
dand because- withour it life carries no
meaning.

"I like the stars, the moon and the sun
very much, bui my love for the soil has
superiority oveér them.

“Nature has.burst into flower with the
riving of the sun and the evening of the
fand has close similarities with the scatte-
red tresses of the beloved. ™

As a poet Amin-ur-Rehman has pres-
ented nature in many ways. All his poetic
works are loaded with natural objects.
Being a literary artist, he released Kohwar
poetry from the fetters of traditional
poetry and weeded out old-fashioned
and outmoded "elements, giving a new
dimension to it while maintaining its lacal
colour. While praising his lassiz he has
sought the help of natural elements. In
one of his ghazals he records:
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“Display your beaury and attracr the
heart of the peaple. Let the moths urn
towards you, snaiching the light of the
FELEMPFT,

“The bud, the scent, the stars, the light,
the pearl and the songs are thy names and
why these have been piven to others.

“Your pearance in Poradise will
Tead to hurt and humilintion of the inkabi-
taris and they will condemn themselves
Jor their low-scale beauty. ‘

“Dhoni’t take life to be difficule and ler it
proceed as usual. Let it blossom into flo-
wer in thousands of colours and let the
thorn guard it.”

Amin, identifying himsell with poetry
through natural objects, has come close
o the creator of this universe. He loves
Him and His creatures. He wiches to
become a source of relief to those with
whom he has a sbcial relationship, He
asks His blessings and guidance in this
Wy
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“Let me be a minaret in a city where
people have lost their way. Let me casi g
shacow in the (burning) field of fove. "

Ethnocentrism is a human weakness
and everyone loves his own traditions
and way of life. Amin too has a great love
for his local culture and sustains himself
from it. He wriles:

;ﬁpf,_a 1Pl U e
DlssS

,-F./T:PHJ_}" .,le.;;;‘

“Let me have good character as the
people of Chitral have; let my conversa.
tion be soft and tasteful like Kohwar, ™

Recording his impression about A zad
Mazum he says that it is like an abstract
art. To him, itis a way, to run away from
the field of poetry. He considers similes
and metaphors as the basic elements
without which poetry is like a lower free
from the bondage of beauty and from the
clutches of fragrance.
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